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Textual Research on lllustrated Explanation of the Combination

and Transformation of the Eight Battle Arrays

PAN Wen-zhu
( Advanced Institute of Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China )

Abstract: /llustrated Explanation of the Combination and Transformation of the Eight Battle Arrays is a book on war
written in the Zhengde period of the Ming dynasty expounding Zhuge Liang’s eight battle arrays, which played an important
role when Shaanxi officers and armies suppressed the popular uprising in Sichuan. Examining the existing documents
shows that the book is a “work for duty” by Lan Zhang, then governor of Shaanxi from Jimo, Shandong in cooperation
with his counsellor Long Zheng, a native of Wudu, Gansu province. It should have borne the names of both Lang Zhang
and Long Zheng. It was first published in Hanzhong, Shaanxi rather than Shuzhong, Sichuan through the hands of Yang
Bingheng, who was then chief of Hanzhong from Linshui, Sichuan. Nowadays, //lustrated Explanation of the Combination
and Transformation of the Eight Battle Arrays exists in three versions of block prints respectively by Gao Chaoyong, Huang
Bangyan and Zhang Haipeng.

Key words: The Overall Index of the Si Ku Quan Shu; Illustrated Explanation of the Combination and Transformation
of the Eight Battle Arrays; Lan Zhang; Long Zheng; edition
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